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to the believer in Christ, conscious, however, that he is still in a measure 
subject to the power of the flesh by reason of the imperfection of his 
fellowship with Christ, there is possibly more to be said ; though even 
here the arguments by which Feine endeavors to exclude the possi- 
bility of these verses describing or including the experience of a man 
of high-minded moral earnestness seeking righteousness under law are 
characterized, as in his exposition of the term "law," by a rigidity of 
definition unjustified by usage. 

But no dissent from Feine's view on the larger matters of which we 
have spoken, or from his interpretation of specific passages, in many of 
which he seems to us to be more acute than judicious, can prevent our 
recognizing in the volume as a whole the work of an able expositor and 
a valuable contribution to Paul's theology. Only through the adop- 
tion of the genetic method which this book well illustrates is biblical 
theology to accomplish its important task. 



Ernest D. Burton. 



The University of Chicago. 



Die Predigt Jesu vom Reiche Gottes. Von Johannes Weiss. 
Zweite Auflage. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
1900. Pp. viii + 214. M. 5. 

This second edition reaffirms the positions taken in the pamphlet 
that constituted the first edition (1892 ; pp. 67), but presents a much 
more complete statement of the grounds for them. 

The author's main contention, is that Jesus' conception of the king- 
dom of God was exclusively eschatological. He supposed that the 
kingdom would in no sense begin before the occurrence of the messi- 
anic judgment. 

Weiss recognizes that the synoptic gospels in their present form 
contain some passages that represent Jesus as teaching that the king- 
dom had in a certain sense already begun, and was passing through a 
period of development that would culminate in the messianic judg- 
ment. Some of these passages, for example the parable of the tares, 
Weiss exscinds, regarding them as erroneously ascribed to Jesus by 
the compilers of the gospels. Others he so interprets as to elimi- 
nate from them the teaching they have ordinarily been supposed to 
contain. Still others he explains as hyperbolical utterances in which 
Jesus, in moments of special spiritual exhilaration, spoke of future 
occurrences as though already present. 

Weiss maintains that Jesus' ethical teachings were greatly influenced 
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by his all-absorbing interest in the approaching messianic judgment, 
and discusses them at some length from this standpoint. He argues 
that Jesus did not give them in a form adapted to a long and peace- 
fully developing civilization. The injunctions to sell all, to deny one's 
self, to give to him that asks, to love one's enemies, are all injunctions 
that can be obeyed only under the pressure of some great and unusual 
motive like the consciousness of an impending messianic judgment, and 
it was only because Jesus thought the messianic judgment was impending 
that he gave them. He had the making of a great ethical teacher in 
him, and might have founded a great system of ethics had he not heard 
the messianic call in the Jordan valley (p. 145). 

Whatever be one's opinion of the author's main contention, he will 
find in the book many valuable exegetical suggestions and a whole- 
some emphasis of the reality of Jesus' religious experience. 

There are five notes appended, of which one on the " Son of man " 
and another on the "righteousness of God" are of special interest. 

Edward I. Bosworth. 
Oberlin Theological Seminary. 



ElN NEUES EVANGELIUMFRAGMENT. Von ADOLF JACOBY. Mit 

vier Tafeln in Lichtdruck. Strassburg: Triibner, 1900. 
Pp. 55. M. 4. 
Text and translation of two early Christian documents appear for 
the first time in this little book, and to this extent its contents possess 
the interest and importance of novelty. The first of these consists of 
a series of Coptic gospel fragments, unfortunately much mutilated. 
Excellent facsimile reproductions of these fragments are appended to 
the volume. Of the value of this work upon the Coptic side, Coptic 
scholars have already pronounced rather unfavorably. The second 
document is a prayer to Christ in Greek, preserved almost complete in 
a single Gizeh Museum papyrus, No. 10263. The editor publishes 
this interesting piece from a transcription made by Reitzenstein, sup- 
plemented by some notes contributed by B. P. Grenfell. While in 
Cairo a year ago I made a somewhat careful transcript of the same 
papyrus, a peculiarly difficult one of the fourth or fifth century. After 
6 a-ravpoiOets I should read en tov 5ravay[tov £v\\ov for Jacoby's lacuna 
at the beginning of 1. 4, and in 1. 8 for his ev tok Tn<j>voZ<s tS>v avc/uov I 
have iv tok irrepvois t«>v avefimv. The editor seems unaware of Mr. 



